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RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the City Council continue the consideration of the Design Review Permit for the
Gateway at Millbrae Station to June 11, 2019, at the request of the project applicant.
BACKGROUND:

The Gateway at Millbrae Station Project, a Transit Oriented Development (TOD #2) is generally located
at 200 Rollins Road. On April 10, 2018, the Development Agreement for this project was approved
through adoption of Ordinance 769, along with a Vesting Tentative Map, Site Development Plan, and
Conditional Use Permit authorizing the Gateway at Millbrae Station project.

On March 14, 2019, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and voted 3-1 (Wong recused, Fung
no) to approve the Design Review Permit. That action included approval of the proposed signage, art,
landscaping, and open spaces. Additionally, there was discussion and ultimate approval of the building
branding signage along Millbrae Avenue and city identification signage in the median of Millbrae
Avenue.

On March 26, 2019, City Council voted 5-0 to approve a Resolution approving a Design Review Permit
for Sites 5A, 5B (with trim details added to the top of the building), and 6A (corner windows added to
the north elevation), for staff review.

At that time, the Council was unanimous in directing the project applicant to return to a Special Meeting
on April 2, 2019 for additional discussion and consideration of the project master sign program, city
monument signage, public art (including a water feature within the BART plaza), bicycle racks, and
Rollins Road barrier details.
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Site 5B is the hotel component of the project, for this component, there was less agreement on the
design. Therefore, the applicant was directed to return with revised building materials in-lieu of the high
pressure compact laminate siding. Council commented that this material should be upgraded to a more
high quality material, possibly masonry or real wood, with lighter tones and more texture.
On April 2, 2019, Council considered the project master signage, city monument signage, public art,
bike racks, Rollins Road barrier, and the hotel materials and voted to approve the signage, public art,
city monument signage, bike racks, and updated Rollins Road barrier. Council requested further
refinements to the proposed water feature to include a Bear sculpture, to improve the BART Plaza
vertical art screen design, and to give further design consideration to the materials for the hotel.
Specifically, Council directed that this material should be upgraded to a more high quality material,
possibly masonry or real wood, with lighter tones and more texture.
ANALYSIS:
Staff and the applicant continue to work on the fayade materials and color improvements for the Hotel,
elements of the project that were directed by Council. The applicant has requested additional time to
respond to staff comments, especially related to the Hotel building materials, Millbrae Avenue
Monument Signage, and median landscape elements.
Public Art and Water Feature

The applicant has responded to the Council's feedback concerning the Water Feature and BART Plaza
public art screen. Specifically, Council provided feedback to include a Bear Sculpture to sit atop the
water wall in conjunction with the water wall feature, instead of the Pelican Feature presented on April
2, 2019. Staff reviewed the applicant's proposed Bear Sculpture and provided feedback to the applicant
to add a second Bear to balance the feature. The applicant has provided two alternatives for Council's
consideration.

Council also indicated that the proposed Vertical Art Screen in the BART Plaza was proposed with too
many signs in a pattern that was too busy. The applicant has simplified the Art Screen and has provided
three alternatives for Council's consideration, a BART Stations theme, a Historic Millbrae names theme,
and a Historic Millbrae names with color theme.
Hotel Materials

To respond to Council's direction on April 2, 2019 regarding hotel materials and colors, the applicant
has proposed addition of a cultured stone, mosaic tile, fiber cement, and stone tile materials. Staff is still
working with the applicant to ensure that the materials of a high quality, have appropriate texture, and
ensure the building is still incorporating an elegant yet urban appearance consistent with the other
buildings of the development.

Since additional time is needed to work with the applicant, staff is recommending a continuance of the
Design Review Permit until June 11, 2019, at which time all drawings and materias for the hotel
materials, monument Gateway Signage, Water Feature, Vertical Art Screen, and median landscape
improvements on Millbrae Avenue will be forthcoming.
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FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact from this action in that this is a Design Review Permit of a project approved
through Ordinance 769.

COUNCIL ACTION:
Continue the Consideration of the Design Review Permit for the Gateway at Millbrae Station (TOD #2)
project, generally located at 200 Rollins Road, to June 11, 2019.
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