3) The minimum headroom in a
staircase is 6'-8" measured from the
nose of the stairs to the lowest
ceiling / projection.

Spiral Staircases, Winder Stairs,
Circular Stairs, Curved Stairs
See Building Division for more
detailed requirements.

4) Stair risers shall be closed / solid.
Exception for stair not part of an
egress path may have open risers
provided that the space cannot allow
a 4" sphere to pass through.

Stairs,
Handrail
&
Guardrail
Requirements

5) Stair tread shall be a minimum 3/4".
6) Tread projection shall not exceed
1-1/4" beyond the riser, this includes
the leading edge at the top of the
stairs
7) Stair riser or tread shall not exceed
3/8" over the entire run of the
staircase. A stair run shall stop at
landings or the floor level.

City of Millbrae

Landings

Community Development
Department
Building Division

1) Landings are required every 12' of
staircase height.

621 Magnolia Ave.
Millbrae, Ca. 94030

2) A landing is not required in Single
Family or Duplex at the top of an
interior flight of stairs, including stairs
in an enclosed garage, provided the
door does not swing ver the staircase.

Building Division
650-259-2330
Fax 650-697-2657

3) Minimum 48" x 48" Dimension.
12/30/05, 1/7/08

Website - www.ci.millbrae.ca.us

What is the difference between a
handrail and a guard rail?
A guardrail is the barrier that prevents
you from falling off a deck, porch,
mezzanine, or the side of stairs.

all areas where the public will walk,
in all commercial buildings and
walks.
Exception private stairways do not
need the handrail extensions.

1) Guardrails shall be a minimum 42"
In all building types including
residential. Exception if the guardrail is
part of the handrail then it may be from
34" to 36" for that portion that is on the
staircase.

A handrail is the railing that runs the
length of a staircase so that you can
hold onto or pull against to go up or
down the stairs.

3) Railing must be a minimum 1-1/4"
to 2" in diameter. All other types or
shapes of handrails must be preapproved by the Building Official.

2) No space between pickets may allow
a 4" sphere to pass through. This is
measured vertical or horizontally.

When do I need a handrail?

4) The ends of the railings must return
to a wall or post or return to the
ground / sidewalk.

3) Staircases that are open on one or
more sides shall have guardrails on
the open sides.

5) When handrails project from walls
or posts there shall be a minimum
1-1/2" space between the wall / post
and the handrail.

Stairways

You need a handrail for any staircase of
four or more steps.
When do I need a guardrail?
You need a guard rail if the platform
that you are standing on is more than
30" above the ground or floor.
Around roof openings, unenclosed floor
openings, open and glazed sides of
staircases, aisles, landings and ramps,
balconies, or porches
What are the specifications for a
handrail?
1) The handrail must be between 34"
and 38" above the front edge of the
stair (nosing).
2) The hand rail must extend 12" past
the top and bottom of a staircase in

6) Handrails shall not have sharp edges.
7) Handrails are required on both sides
of staircase and an intermediate rail
for each portion of the staircase that
is 88"or more in width.
Exception is private staircases where
one handrail is allowed.
8) Handrails shall be continuos the
entire length of the staircase.
What are the specifications for a
guardrail?

1) The minimum width of a stairway
shall be 44" for occupant loads of 50
or more. For less than 50 it may be
36".
Residential may be 36" minimum in
width.
2) Minimum tread and riser size shall
be 7" maximum and 4" minimum
riser height and 11" tread width
minimum.
Exception for single family and
duplex- the rise is 7 3/4" maximum
and 4" minimum riser height and
10" tread width minimum.

