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The City of Millbrae receives the gold standard for
municipalities. The California Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD), announced that the City
of Millbrae’s 2023-2031 Housing Element, which is part of
the City’s General Plan, received State certification today,
signifying the City's compliance with the State Housing
Element law. 

Certification demonstrates the City’s commitment to
housing production, providing valuable guidance to housing
developers and ensuring the City’s continued eligibility for
grants and State funding opportunities, including support
towards the production of additional affordable housing.

The Housing Element update builds on previous City plans,
goals, objectives, and strategies to ensure that the City
meets the housing needs of current and future Millbrae
residents and provides fair housing options for all. City
Manager Thomas Williams states, “we continue to make
housing a top priority in Millbrae and are proud of the
certification of the Housing Element which is a testament to
our efforts.” With the certification from HCD, the City can
now begin to implement the Housing Element Programs. 

To learn more about the City’s Housing Element, please visit
City of Millbrae Housing Element Update
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Drought Tolerant Landscaping
The Millbrae Drought Tolerant Landscaping Project will replace 8,000 square feet of
existing landscaped areas in front of the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office Millbrae
Police Bureau and Fire Station 37 with drought-tolerant landscaping and replace the
existing spray irrigation system with a drip irrigation system. Drip irrigation systems
are beneficial in using 30-50% less water than conventional spray irrigation and
prevent overwatering by keeping the water close to the base of the plants and soil. 

This project will continue previous drought-tolerant efforts in front of City Hall and
replace the lawn in front of the Fire Station and Millbrae Police Bureau. Drought-
tolerant landscaping not only accommodates dry weather but also manages heavy
rain efficiently with the use of bioswales. (Bioswales are channels that hold the
stormwater runoff and cleanse water while recharging the groundwater and reducing
soil erosion). The City of Millbrae was awarded a Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART
Small-Scale Water Efficiency grant with a required fifty percent (50%) match by the
City of Millbrae. The WaterSMART grant provides financial assistance to water
managers for projects that seek to conserve and use water more efficiently.

Environmental Programs engaged Gates and Associates, a landscape architecture
firm, to develop landscaping plans that are drought tolerant and best suited to the
City of Millbrae. Many of the plants included in the landscaping plans will be fire-
resistant and support pollinators such as hummingbirds, butterflies, bees, and
moths. Landscaping for this project is expected to begin in early March. 

Above are examples of many of the plants included in the landscaping
plans that will support pollinators, such as hummingbirds, butterflies,
bees, and moths.
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In addition to providing clean energy at
lower rates, Peninsula Clean Energy invests
in energy programs and rebates that help
residents further reduce carbon emissions
from buildings and transportation.

Peninsula Clean Energy offers thousands of
dollars in rebates and up to $10,000 in zero
interest loans to make the switch from gas to
electricity easier. To learn more about
switching from gas to electricity please visit
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/all-
electric-homes/

2024 Citizens
Academy

Postponed

Due to a lack of sufficient enrollment for the
program, the Citizens Academy has been
postponed until Fall 2024. The City will
provide an update on the new schedule for
the future Academy. We look forward to
delivering a great program in the near
future. 

Hong Kong Palace Restaurant offers

delectable Chinese cuisine in the City of

Millbrae, located at 300 El Camino Real.

They provide in-restaurant dining, takeout,

and delivery. They are open seven days a

week, serving lunch and dinner. Their Dim

Sum has been recognized as some of the

best in the Bay Area by restaurant

connoisseurs such as the Thrillist (San

Francisco) and the San Francisco Chronicle.  

If you haven’t already, be sure to indulge

your taste buds and try this restaurant! 

Business SpotlightBusiness Spotlight CERT Training is now
offered in Mandarin. 

https://ccfd.org/education-and-preparedness/emergency-preparedness/disaster-preparation/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/all-electric-homes/
https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/all-electric-homes/
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MILLBRAE POLICE BUREAU

Chief Allen and the Millbrae Police Bureau were
out in full force celebrating the Lunar New Year
Festival, Year of the Dragon, on February 18, 2024.
We all had a great day celebrating with the
Millbrae community and enjoyed meeting new
people! There were an array of fun activities and
our teams had a blast interacting with the
community and the various events and activities.

The Millbrae Police Bureau remains dedicated to
community policing as a top priority. We have
been very busy ensuring we have a strong
presence at the transit hubs in town and providing
opportunities for service when appropriate. 

Thank you to the
Millbrae

Community!

We want to remind
everyone to drive safely
during the rain and give
yourself extra time to get
to where you are going.
Being safe is the most
important thing of all when
you get behind the wheel. 

Safety Brief:

If you haven’t already, sign up for SMC
Alert! SMC Alert is San Mateo County’s
primary alert and warning system used
to contact you during urgent or
emergency situations which may include
life safety, fire, weather, accidents
involving utilities or roadways or
disaster notifications.

We are ready to spring forward and have
prepared for Daylight Savings on March 10th.
Mark your Calendars and be sure to set your

clocks the night before. 

https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=smcgov
https://www.smart911.com/smart911/ref/reg.action?pa=smcgov
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Mar 5
10:00 AM

Senior Stories 
At Millbrae Recreation Center
477 Lincoln Circle

Mar  15
4:00 PM

Senior Luncheon
At Millbrae Recreation Center
477 Lincoln Circle

Mar 12
11:30 A.M.

Mar 21
6:30 P.M.
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Summer Camp Fair 
At Millbrae Recreation Center
477 Lincoln Circle

Tree Ordinance Workshop
At Millbrae Recreation Center
477 Lincoln Circle


